Getting married in Thailand

This information is to assist Australian citizens wishing to register a marriage in Thailand to ensure it will be
recognised as a valid marriage in Australia. Please note that Thai authorities will only accept a Certificate of
No Impediment (CNI) issued by the Australian Embassy or Consulate in Thailand for Australian citizens
who have entered Thailand on their Australian passports. If you have entered Thailand on a passport
issued by another country, you will need to request the equivalent document from that country’s embassy.
The Australian Embassy is unable to assist with other aspects of the marriage such as wedding planning or
venue recommendation.

Why do | need to legally register my marriage?

A marriage in Thailand must be registered with Thai authorities to be a valid marriage under Thai law. You
are not legally married in Thailand or Australia if you only conduct a wedding ceremony or a religious
service without legally registering marriage at a Thai District Office (Amphur). If you are a dual
Thai/Australian citizen wishing to register marriage in Thailand, you DO NOT require a CNI as you are able
to register marriage as a Thai citizen and that marriage will still be legally recognised in Australia.

Will our marriage be recognised in Australia?

Since 1 January 1995, any legal marriage performed in an overseas country, which would have been legal
had it been performed in Australia, is accepted as a legal marriage under Australian law. For further
information, please refer to the Australian Attorney-General’s Department website: ag.gov.au

What steps do | need to follow to marry legally in Thailand?

Step 1: Certificate of No Impediment

To register your impending marriage in Thailand, you must complete an Application for a Certificate of No
Impediment to Marriage (CNI). It is a Thai government requirement that this be completed at the
Australian Embassy in Bangkok or the Australian Consulate-General in Phuket. Thai authorities will not
accept just a “Single Status Certificate” issued by Births Deaths and Marriages Registries in Australia.

Please complete the Certificate of No Impediment form and make an appointment to attend either the
Australian Embassy in Bangkok or the Australian Consulate-General in Phuket. The applicant must attend
the Embassy/Consulate-General and present original photo identification for both themselves and their
partner. If you or your partner have been married previously, you will need to bring the original divorce
certificate or former partner’s death certificate. If this is in a language other than English, please also
bring an official translation. Please note that if both persons intending to marry are Australian citizens,
both persons will need to apply for the CNI.

Provided that you present all required documents, Consular staff will provide the Certificate of No
Impediment and a certified copy of your Australian passport during the appointment. This will be accepted
by Thai authorities up to 3 months after issue. A fee will be charged (please refer to our website:
thailand.embassy.gov.au).
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Step 2: Translation

You must have your documents translated into Thai at a private translation agency. The Australian
Embassy cannot recommend a particular translation agency. However, we do maintain a list of translation
services compiled from publicly available information List of Translations and Interpreters

Step 3: Authentication of documents by Thai Department of Consular Affairs
After the documents have been translated, they must be authenticated by Thai authorities. For
information on authentications, please contact the nearest office as listed below:

Bangkok - Department of Consular Affairs (Head Office)
3" Floor, Department of Consular Affairs Building,
123 Changwattana Road, Laksi, Bangkok
Tel. 094 4855116

- Legalisation Office
6™ Floor CentralWorld
999/9 Rama | Road, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 02 572 8442

Pattaya - Legalisation Office
4t Floor, Central Festival Pattaya, Banglamung, Chonburi
Tel. 038 119 638

Chiang Mai - Legalisation Office
15 Floor, Ruang Phueng 2 Building,
Chiang Mai International Exhibition and Convention Centre, Mueang, Chiang Mai
Tel. 053 112 748

Ubon Ratchathani Legalisation Office
15 Floor, Governor’s Office, Mueang, Ubon Ratchathani

Tel. 045344581 -2

Songkhla - Legalisation Office
Laem Son Aon Road, Bo Yang, Mueang, Songkhla
Tel. 074 326 510

Phuket - Legalisation Office

B Floor, Central Plaza Festival, Mueang, Phuket
Tel. 085 911 4193, 076 222080 -1

Step 4: Marriage at the Amphur Office

When you have completed the above requirements, visit any District Office (Amphur) to formally register
your marriage. You may wish to take an interpreter to facilitate communication with the Amphur officials.
You may need to make an appointment before proceeding to the Amphur. If you are marrying at a resort
location, your wedding planner will be able to advise you on the location of the nearest Amphur office.

Consular Services Section, Australian Embassy Bangkok - Contact Details

Address: Australian Embassy Bangkok
181 Soi ArunMcKinnon, Wireless Road, Lumphini, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
Telephone: +6623446300 Email: consular.bangkok@dfat.gov.au
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